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shally huang: Dear officer, My name is Shally, | finished my college and MBA in the States after 9 years
and came back to my country last year. | am currently working for a training center that is under a very
famous Chinese university right now. | have been working on projects that help to build the bridge of
communication and business opportunities. | planned to take 40 entrepreneurs students from our
training center to attend some seminars in the States and also give them a chance to get to know more
about the investment environment in US. But including me, everyone was rejected. The organizations
that we plan to visit and have seminars with include investment organization, technology investment
associates, Real Estate Company, universities and government, and most of them are famous ones. We
are from the most famous university in China. We had successfully organized students to visit Europe,
UK, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and many other places with the same purpose.

Conti..

shally huang: All of our students were able to come back to china as promised. The organization in US
sent us the invitation was also a very famous investment organization in US, which had invited a lot of
other organizations, schools, and companies from other countries to visit in the past with no problem. |
am really not sure why even | was rejected with the nine year living experience in the states, and came
back to my country. And all of our students have their own business, and have been to many other
countries, how can this still be not enough proof to show that we will come back on time? We truly
believe that if we fail to organize this trip, it will cost a lot of loss for the future possible opportunities for
both countries. We already pushed the schedule out till end of October, and we will re-apply for the visa.
It would be really helpful to understand what we need to prepare or what we need to focus on that
would help us get the visa? Should we book the appointment as a group or individually? Thank you very
much!

Shally,



It is difficult to provide you with the specifics of your case without being there for the interview. If
your organization is a new one, perhaps the legitimacy the tour organization was called into question
based on the plan or the collection of applicants. Things that the adjudicating officer will consider are
factors such as prior travel. Did members of your group have prior travel? Did they say they were from
one university but they were actually from a variety of universities? It is important to be open and
honest with the Visa Officer.

Be sure to explain to the Officer that you lived in the US for 9 years and did so as a legal student or
resident.

| understand that the interview can happen extremely quickly. Perhaps you were not able to convey
the history of your tour organization. | certainly encourage you to apply again and next time do
ensure that you have a clear itinerary and are able to answer questions about your organization’s
intent.

When you reapply, it is best that you come with the group or family that you intend to travel with.

smiles: | was an exchange student (J-1 Visa for a semester) in the Finance Master Program in the U.S. in
2007 and went back to China in 2008. Then | went to the U.S. again in 2009 as a full time MBA and
graduated in 2010. | paid all of my tuitions at the all universities in China and the U.S., out of my own
pocket. | did not get any funding from the U.S., China, or any other country. Now, | plan to apply H1B
Visa. Does 2-year rule apply to me? Do | need to get J-1 Visa waiver at first?

smiles: Let me clear a little bit. | mean if | need to get J-1 Visa waiver at first in order to get my H1B?
Thank you very much.

Smiles,

The two year waiver does not apply. Just as long as your company sponsors your H1B visa, you will
remain in legal status.

Congratulations on your new job!

Nika: What do we do if we have gotten different answers from our embassy? Which embassy should we
be listening to the one in China or the one in the USA?

Nika: What would happen if we were to marry before filing for the visa, would that help out? Can he go
talk to someone at his embassy to get help with mine?

Nika: What are the main things they look for when [ file for the fiancé visa? Do you have any advise on
what the best thing for us to do is when we file for the fiancé visa?

Nika,



| am not too clear about the context of your first question. The answers of DC and the Beijing Embassy
should of course be the same, however, it is possible that the response from the Beijing Embassy
could be a more clear answer to your specific case.

If you are filing for a fiancée visa (perhaps a F2, dependent of a student) then of course you should be
married before hand. In order to receive the visa, it is required that you are married.

It is also helpful if you apply together, though not necessary. Note, your spouse cannot accompany
you to the interview unless your spouse too has an interview appointment.

Make sure you have material to legitimate your relationship, such as a wedding certificate, pictures
and a copy of his passport and visa.

yalin Smith: 1) | just got out of school and moved back home, | dont have job or anything to my name
and my parents wont put my name on the property paper, what is something i could do or need that
would work so i can apply for a travel visa?

Prior travel, work documents, bank statements and personal property or wealth that ties you to China
help prove your ties. Additionally, if you can prove that all of your family are here in China and or if
they have multiple prior travel, this too can help establish the likelihood that you will not overstay the
validity of your visa.

yalin Smith: 2) Is there a year requirment that must know the person or have seen someone to apply for
the fiancé visa?

yalin Smith: 3) What are something that they would decline me on if i file for a fiance visa?

yalin Smith: 4) What can my fiance do to help raise the chances of them accepting my visa request?
yalin Smith: 5) I'm keeping track and saving all of our chats and emails will this help them accept me?
yalin Smith: 6) Can my fiance sponor me so | can visit him?

This is determined on a case by case basis. However, of course your fiancé may sponsor you to visit
the United States. However, the process and likelihood of success depends on many factors including
the status of your husband’s visa, green card or citizenship.

hui: Hello, | am currently a F-1 student studying in a graduate program in US. | plan to visit my family in
China over the winter break. My visa expired on Dec 20, 2010. But | will get back to China on Dec 25,
2011. To review my visa, do | have to schedule an interview or should I ask CITIC Bank branch in China to
help with the application? | mean renew my visa. Thanks.
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Great question Hui, but unfortunately you will need to interview. The US and Chinese government are
working on ways to change this requirement. However, since your previous visa expired over a year
ago you will need to interview again. Be sure to make the appointment for your interview soon!

Susan_Washington D.C.: Dear Visa Officer, my parents submitted G4 visa application three weeks ago in
Beijing but haven't heard back from the Embassy or the postal office as for when the passports and visas
are ready for pick-up. | wanted to check how long the typical turnover time is. | understand that the
Visa Unit requested additional informatin from my employer, the World Bank Group; and WBG HR has
forwarded the requested information to the Embassy last week. Thank you for your assistance.

Typical processing for a case such as this should only take about a week after the information is
received here at the Consular Section. If they are traveling on a Public Affairs or Service Passport then
they will have to receive them through the MFA.

| hope your parents have a great time in the US!



